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.stay at Paris, he set out for his new see, and devoted
his attention to the interests oThis flock with praise-
worthy assiduity. He was not a man to sacrifice his
temporal ambitions to the performance of ecclesias-
tical duties, but he decided wisely, if only his own
advancement were to be considered. He was still a
very young man, little known, and with a small in-
come. His office gave him indeed a certain rank at
Court, yet he was an unimportant personage among
great officials, wealthy nobles, and favoured court-
iers. In his diocese, on the other hand, he could
exercise authority, and this was always dear to his
heart; the faithful performance of his work might
advance his fortunes more rapidly than dancing* at-
tendance on the Queen or her ministers; he was
young and could bide his time. At all events he
braved a winter's journey, which in those days of
bad roads was always a disagreeable and sometimes
a dangerous undertaking, and on December 21, 1608,
he celebrated pontifical mass in the cathedral that
had long stood in dilapidated disuse. It was sixty-
years since the faithful at Lugon had been favoured
with a bishop residing among them.

Richelieu's flock had suffered from spiritual want,
and they were not much better off in their temporal
condition. Luc,on was situated in lower Poitou, and
was a town of two or three thousand people, the
seat of a very small diocese, surrounded by great
marshes, in a district both unhealthy and unpro-
ductive. The peasants who lived among the marshes
of lower Poitou, so a traveller declares, were the
poorest in France. Naturally, the bishop of an, therefore^ Ee^ouIcT^fvoF"Be on,e)v He Holy Ghost to pay the
